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President’s Message 
February 2022 

Dear Members, 

It’s another month, and we are in the middle of another 
show! Have you checked out ALOG’s 9th Annual Juried 
Exhibition, titled Awakenings, going on now at the 
Kentlands Mansion in Gaithersburg? We have 56 pieces 
from 22 of our artists on display and will be hopefully having 
our reception on Thursday, February 17 from 7:00 to 8:30 
pm, conditions permitting. Thanks go to member Bill Mapes 
for organizing this show and to Michael F. Shibley for 
jurying it this year.  Across the street, go see more ALOG 
artists at the Arts Barn with the show Abstract Explosion, 
where four of our members have pieces. 

Please participate in our newsletter reading test! Go 
to https://bit.ly/3sPeiG1 and answer a simple question taken 
from somewhere in this newsletter! From the responses, we 
will choose a random winner, who will receive a small token 
of appreciation. The drawing occurs on Tuesday, February 
8 at 7 pm, so don’t put it off! Last month, our winner was 
Jeanne S.! (Board members cannot participate.) 

Yours, 

Thom 

A Sampling from Our Current Kentlands 
Mansion Show

Blue Embrace by Roxana Rojas-Luzon 

Chairs at Luxembourg (Stereo 2) 
by Thomas A. Germer 

Slum Ballet by Matthew Baker 

President’s Message 1 ....................................................
February Meeting 2 .........................................................
Featured Artist - Matthew Baker 3 ...................................
Beneath the Surface 5 .....................................................
Artlines 9 ..........................................................................
Member News 9 ..............................................................
From the Drawing Board 10 ..............................................
BlackRock News 12 ...........................................................
Beyond Germantown 12 ....................................................
ALOG 9th Annual Juried Exhibition 12 ..............................
Upcoming Art Opportunities 13 ..........................................
Calendar of Events 14.......................................................

1

http://www.alog.org
https://bit.ly/3sPeiG1


February Meeting 
By Carol Moore 

On Wednesday, February 2, 2022 we will be having our 
ALOG membership meeting. We will be meeting live at 
BlackRock and on Zoom. BlackRock requires proof of 
vaccination and that masks be worn at all times while in the 
building. 

To join by Zoom, send an email to president@alog.org for 
details. 

Agenda: 
• Meeting begins at 7:15 pm with ALOG Announcements 
• Featured ALOG Member of the Month: Matthew Baker, 

Oil Painter. 
• ALOG Guest Speaker: Shadiyah Curione: Art from the 

Models Perspective. 

About our Guest Speaker 

Over the years Shadiyah has modeled for many of our 
ALOG members and other artists in our community. Join us 
as Shadiyah shares what she considers when preparing 
and posing for modeling sessions. Learn her insights about 
what it is like to be the inspiration for so many beautiful 
works of art! 

At the meeting we will also share images of some of the 
many works of art our ALOG artists have created from 
Shadiyah's inspiration as a professional fine art model.  

Below are just a few! 

Photograph by Craig Higgins 

Painting by Leigh Partington 

Painting by Bill Mapes 
 

Photograph by Jaree Donnelly 
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Featured Artist - Matthew Baker 
By Carol Moore 

Artist statement 

My work is highly representational. I like to challenge myself 
to get the feeling of the scene, whether it is atmosphere, 
perspective or color. I want to take what I see and create an 
image the viewer will feel drawn into without thinking why. I 
paint in oil with very thin layers which forces me to blend 
the media quite often. My subject matter is all over the 
board. It allows me to react to the present and not require 
me to force a specific formula to my body of work. This 
freedom has resulted in viewers of my one-man show to 
comment that they thought it a group effort. I embrace this 
in that it validates the fact that I am constantly learning.   

 

Bio 

I have always liked art and made it my career choice in high 
school. Regretfully, after courses in junior college disillusion 
set in, I realized I would not make a decent living in the art 
field. So I turned to aerospace and worked my way up from 
floor sweeper to a machinist in a couple of years – making 
some nice change. Then bam! My artwork was noticed by 
my supervisor during idle times while babysitting NC 
machines (they run themselves). I was offered a job in the 
production illustration department and through consistent 
advancement I ended up in the corporate office when my 
company moved here from California. For twenty years I did 
not have hands on at work. So, when I retired in 2010, I 
took a class at the Yellow Barn the very next day and have 
not looked back.  
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Beneath the Surface 
By Marylou Bono 

Near and dear to my heart...an abstract show has finally burst upon the local art scene! Arshile Gorky, an 
abstract expressionist active from the 1920s-40s covered all the bases when he said, "Abstraction allows 
man to see with his mind what he cannot see physically with his eyes...Abstract art enables the artist to 
perceive beyond the tangible, to extract the infinite out of the finite. It is the emancipation of the mind. It is an 

exploration into unknown areas.”  Although delayed due to Covid, we are fortunate to have the exhibit installed at the Arts 
Barn through February 27th featuring four ALOG artists--Noelie Angevine, Margaret Polcawich, Jeanne Sullivan and me. 

Gaithersburg mixed media artist Linda Slattery Sherman juried the show noting, “Abstract art is part of my spiritual journey, my 
form of meditation.  My best paintings come when I lose myself in the process. The journey is equally as important as the 
finished product, sometimes more so."  The 32-piece show features multiple media--not just painting but including collage, 
colored pencil, digital art and polymer clay. 

Watercolorist Noelie Angevine showed Journey II—a quadriptych which evokes glimpses of the seasons or perhaps pieces 
extracted as highlights from a larger work.  Noelie said, "I wanted to think of a theme that would develop across four 
panels. Something had to unify the piece. Using masking fluid, I created a series of strokes and paths across the paper. If you 
look closely, you still see some of those lines. Then I divided the piece into four sections with strips of masking tape. I chose 
colors for each panel that would have their own spirit and washed them in and over into the next section as I moved into 
another dominant color. If you are fortunate enough to have some intense challenges and some times of peace and reflection, 
this painting may speak to you." 

Journey II 
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Polymer clay and mixed media artist Margaret Polcawich features three creations—Spore Vessel, Open Pod Vessel and 
Sucus Vessel.  Her work always attracts with its uniqueness and obvious meticulous attention to detail.  I admire Margaret's 
use of form and pattern and nods to nature while still incorporating a mystery surrounding her shapes. She said, "I am 
incredibly flattered to be included in this exhibit. My work spans from literal patterns and shapes from nature to more abstract 
representations of growth and decay. The three vessels included each reference plant forms, but are primarily intended 
to illustrate movement, change and natural processes.” 

 

Sucus Vessel 

6



Collagist Jeanne Sullivan added her distinctive mark to the show with four pieces--Surf the Cosmos, Mighty Seas, Words 
Escape Me and At a Loss for Words.  Jeanne notes, "My approach to collage is to bring dissimilar elements together. My 
layers combine found or altered papers and varying mediums such as acrylics, pencil or maybe crayons to add texture and 
color. Stamps, stencils, 3D items are intertwined with textured papers and mediums.  I may start with an idea on theme or 
composition, but it may go elsewhere. I was fascinated with the way letters take shape and become something very different 
when layered in the two pieces, Words Escape Me and At a Loss for Words. Look carefully and see what is hidden. That is 
what I enjoy about abstract in my collage work, the mystery and fun of bringing together surprising elements." 
 

Surf the Cosmos 
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I am pleased to be part of this group with the opportunity to have my acrylic and mixed media pieces Autumn and Mondriak 
included. Largely self-taught, I enjoy experimenting with different types of color and media in my own ways to see what 
emerges.  Autumn is a mixed media piece that experiences the season with both vivaciousness and depth.  Mondriak is a 
poured paint piece using a swipe method that allows color put down first to seep through what is swiped across the top.  The 
color choices and name are a nod to Piet Mondrian’s palette.  It is always gratifying to see different types of work and I 
applaud the Arts Barn for the variety and inclusion in all of its exhibits. 

Autumn 

Other standout abstracts in the show include some fantastic work by Sunil Sukla incorporating use of multiple textures like 
gauze and simulated alligator skin and deep earthy colors particularly in Untitled 3.  Anne Cherubim's stunning digital piece 
Sunset in the Dell is full of movement as it digitally represents both impressionism and pointillism techniques in its color 
gradations.  Frederick area artist Sheryl Massaro's Marriage is Rothkoesque with its movement and deep color shadings. 

Plan to attend the in-person reception for this eclectic exhibit currently scheduled for Thursday evening, February 17th at 7 
pm.  This will be a joint reception with ALOG's Awakenings show at the Kentlands Mansion. For more information or to 
schedule an appointment, please call 301-258-6394, e-mail artgalleries@gaithersburgmd.gov or visit the Arts Barn gallery 
webpage. A full image catalogue of the exhibit may also be found on the gallery page for those wishing to experience the 
exhibit virtually. 

Contact Marylou at beneaththesurface@alog.org 
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Artlines 
by Lynne Haussler Oakes 

Making Yourself Known 

Recently, in one of our ALOG Board 
meetings, we were talking about 

encouraging our members to let it be 
known when they win an award for their art, or receive a 
special show invitation or some kind of recognition for their 
art. The conversation that followed made me think I might 
write about this…. 

Why are people hesitant to do this? To share that they have 
received recognition for what they do? There is showing off 
and bragging, which our mothers told us to never do. But, 
my artist friends, that is very different from letting it be 
known that you have been validated for your work. So yes, 
do speak up about your accomplishments that others have 
applauded. Most of us (none of us!!) lack agents to do that 
for us, and so we must become adept in doing it for 
ourselves. WHY? Because being known is critical to people 
finding out about our art. And I assume you would like that, 
yes?! 

Here’s a GREAT example of exactly what I am talking 
about, written by a Facebook artist friend of mine: 

“Sold this painting while having a colonoscopy! The power 
of marketing.  

My girlfriend is always giving me a bad time because I am a 
marketing whore, handing out my business cards to 
everyone I meet, and I mean everyone.  

I've made a habit of taking stacks of them with me when I 
go into the hospital with me for procedures or lengthy stays 
and hand them to everyone I come into contact with. I've 
even sneaked them into operating rooms under my gown 
and handed them out to surgeons and techs prior to 
procedures in shameless promotion. Hah, one of those 
times just paid off!  Got a call this morning. The guy said 
"You probably don't remember me, but I was up you’r a$$  a 
couple years ago, and you handed me a business card." He 
was the doctor that did a colonoscopy about 5 years ago! I 
laughed my a$$ off. He said it was large and nice (the 
card), kept it around and browsed thru my website. He 
wanted to see some of my work. He came and looked and 
he bought one of my paintings!” 

Now maybe this is going a bit far for what your style is, but 
you get the point, right? 

Furthermore, it occurs to me that making yourself (or your 
art) known is not just about the awards or recognition you 
get. It is simply letting others know that you are an artist.  
You will find that people are interested to know that about 
you (my experience over many years). It is at that point that 

you can show them images of your work that you have on 
your phone, or the postcards/brochure you keep with you.  
When I have offered mine, people always say to me, ‘oh, 
can I keep this?’ and of course I say yes. It isn’t hard to do, 
but it is important in the life of the artist to keep promoting 
what one is doing and what one wishes to put out into this 
world. 

Here are three different dictionary definitions of promote: 

• to further or encourage the progress or existence of 
• to help or encourage to exist or flourish; further 
• to encourage people to like, buy, use, do, or support 

something 

Some among us are good at using social media to do this 
and I commend you. If you don’t do this, then I suggest you 
look at your own thoughts and attitudes about speaking up 
for your accomplishments. You may think it is conceit, but I 
assure you it is not.   

So share with people what you do! And send in any award 
or recognition notices for your art to the newsletter! Put it on 
facebook, a billboard, Netflix or whatever. Make yourself 
known! 

Contact Lynne at artlines@alog.org. 

Member News 

Kendra Biddick has two pieces in the Potomac Fiber Arts 
show "COVID Revolutions" at Artists & Makers, February 2 
through February 23. The Opening Reception is Saturday, 
February 5, 11 am to 3 pm. There will also be a Members' 
Sale on Saturday, February 19, 11 am to 3 pm.  Artists & 
Makers is located at 11810 Parklawn Drive, Suite 210 
Rockville, MD 20852  

David Mosher has been very busy with new exhibits around 
the Washington DC area. At Art League of Germantown's 
Winter Exhibit at Kentlands Mansion Gallery, Dave was 
awarded 1st place in the Photography category by juror 
Michael Shipley. Dave is currently one of three featured 
artists at Busboys and Poets restaurant in Takoma Park 
through June 13. At Art League of Alexandria's gallery at 
the Torpedo Factory Dave was awarded Honorable Mention 
by juror Becca Stadtlander in the Nocturne exhibit.  
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From the Drawing Board 
By Bill Mapes 

Omicron is waning, or at least appears to be. It is a good sign as we are weeks into the new year. An 
encouraging sign. A time to really consider our goals for this year as an artist. For me, it is a reset. A clean 
slate as I enter the post-covid era. With that said I particularly want to review the work I have done over the 
past six months to a year.   

The first year of the virus was a wash. Adjusting to a complete breakdown of our schedules was numbing to say the least. Last 
year I started to become more introspective, not only of my life, but my art as well. My painting became more of a sanctuary 
from the world around me. An important part of my life that remained under my complete control. Now I wanted to see what 
the result of that control yielded on the canvas. 

I finished a few starts that I had stacked in my studio and made several new starts. When I began to study my recent work, I 
was surprised to find several subtle changes.  Changes that were in line with my interests for improvement. First, I saw I was 
paying more attention to the values in my work. I have always tried to push color to its limit however timidly. Now, I find that I 
am beginning to become more sophisticated by using a graying of my color while keeping the color clean, no muddy 
compromises.   

This reflection led me to a second observation in my painting approach. I found that my work was becoming more 
representational. I was limiting my more bold and lusty brushstrokes to a more refined traditional style of painting. Those 
subtle middle values that I was introducing on the canvas were rounding out the light and dark values giving a more finished 
look to my style. The most important and most relevant conclusion was that I was looking harder and more closely at my 
subjects. This easily explains the value improvement and more polished style of working.  Looking more closely and trusting 
what you see is one key answer to better production. 

Of course, the isolation that the pandemic produced created a perfect environment for artists to create in. Once accustomed to 
being home bound there were no outside distractions with extra time available. At first that time was consumed by indecision 
worrying about our lives. But as I realized what a blessing that time was, I began to use it to work. Gradually at first and then in 
a more regimented routine. I now pencil in time to work a certain number of hours most days of the week. The results are still 
surprising to me as I move toward the next phase of my painting growth.   

Look at your most recent work and evaluate it against your past work. See if there are differences and/or improvements. If you 
have found changes, evaluate them and determine if they are a springboard to something more meaningful and better for your 
work and your approach. At the very least, keep working. It is salvation. 
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I have included a “before” and “current after” of a detail from a painting with Shadiyah as the model. In the left panel you can 
clearly see the direct bold strokes and distinct values.  In the right panel I have brought up and warmed the colors while using 
middle values to bridge between the light and dark. The results thus far have softened the painting creating a more traditional 
approach to the portrait especially in the mouth and nose (the eyes are yet to be done). The result so far is a more natural 
image generating more personality. Seeing is everything… 

Contact Bill at fromthedrawingboard@alog.org. 
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BlackRock News 
BlackRock Center 
Hours: Monday – Friday 
10 AM – 6 PM 

BlackRock Art Classes and Workshops 
Available online www.blackrockcenter.org 

Basics of Watercolor 
Learn the fundamentals of Watercolor painting! Students 
will become familiarized with basic watercolor materials and 
equipment, use transparent watercolor medium to learn 
basic painting techniques, such as soft and hard edges, 
creating a sense of light, depth, dimension, and weight by 
applying tonal values, glazing and layering. 
When: Feb 3, 2022 to Mar 10, 2022 
Time: Thu 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM  
Cost: $216 
Location: Wet Studio 
Instructor: Fariba Niazi 
Enroll 

Rendering Glass in Watercolor 
As difficult as it is to interpret objects in a realistic fashion in 
watercolor, it is mystifying to most how to even begin to 
reproduce glass in watercolor. In the first portion of the 
class, students will enjoy viewing and discussing works 
from various artists. Then there will be a transition to the 
studio portion where Ms. Littleton will have a demonstration 
study initiated. Students will be able to view Ms. Littleton’s 
pallet and painting study while she works. 
When: Mar 26, 2022 
Time: Sat 11 AM - 2 PM  
Cost: $42 
Location: Virtual 
Instructor: J.M. Littleton 
Enroll 

Beyond Germantown 
By Kendra Biddick 

We will be visiting the Strathmore Mansion on Saturday, 
February 5 at noon, with a snow date of Saturday, February 
19. There are three of us planning to go to the Strathmore 
Mansion on Saturday, February 5. Two of us will 
be carpooling from the Germantown area at 11:15 to be at 
Strathmore by noon. The main show is: “The Big and Small 
of It"; highlighting the ways big and small work together in 
oil and watercolor paintings. Appointments are no longer 
required, but they do require evidence of either full 
vaccination or a negative PCR test taken within 72 hours, 

as well as ID and mask wearing. We will be leaving in time 
to arrive by noon, when the Mansion opens. If you want to 
join the carpool from the Germantown area, contact me at 
kendra.biddick@gmail.com by midnight February 2 
(Wednesday). If you just want to meet us there, that would 
be nice too. There is no food available at Strathmore. I will 
leave it to someone else to organize lunch, if desired, once 
we know who is planning to carpool. 

On Saturday March 2. 2022 we are going to the 
Washington Museum of Fine Arts in Hagerstown (free), 
leaving Clarksburg/Germantown at 9 am, contact me 
at kendra.Biddick@gmail.com to sign up for a carpool 
space.  They are showing "Bouke de Vries: War and 
Pieces" War & Pieces is a 26’ long “tablescape” created 
from fragments of porcelain depicting an epic battle scene, 
packed with details waiting to be discovered. We will also 
see the annual "Cumberland Valley Artists & 
Photographers" juried show.  More info is here  https://
wcmfa.org/exhibitions/current/ 

In April we're hoping the Montpelier Arts Center in Laurel 
(free) will open as planned, so we can visit there. 

ALOG 9th Annual Juried Exhibition 

Arts on the Green presents the 9th annual juried multimedia 
exhibition of artwork from the members of the Art League of 
Germantown (ALOG). The exhibit is on display through 
March 27, 2022. Artist & teacher, Michael F. Shibley, juried 
this exhibition, which contains 56 pieces by 22 artists. 
Should it be deemed safe to do so, a joint artist reception 
for both the ALOG exhibit at Kentlands Mansion & the 
Abstract Explosion exhibit at the Arts Barn will be held on 
Thursday, February 17, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. Attendees are 
invited to visit both galleries. From more information click 
here. 
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Formatting Guidelines  
for Submitting Photographs 

Photographs of our artwork and events are an important 
way to publicize our craft and art league.  Here is the 

format for submitting images for our newsletter, website 
Gallery page, Facebook, etc. 

Each image should be 180 dpi or greater and 4” 
or larger on the longest dimension of the image
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https://anc.apm.activecommunities.com/blackrockcenter/activity/search/detail/3558?onlineSiteId=0&from_original_cui=true
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https://wcmfa.org/?page_id=12299&preview=true
https://wcmfa.org/?page_id=12299&preview=true
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https://www.gaithersburgmd.gov/about-us/city-facilities/kentlands-mansion/kentlands-mansion-gallery


Upcoming Art Opportunities 

Handcrafted 2022 
BlackRock Center for the Arts is now accepting entries for 
the juried exhibition "HandCrafted:" This exhibition seeks to 
highlight contemporary practices that in some way blur the 
traditional lines between craft and fine art through material, 
process and / or concept. Artists may submit up to 3 works 
using traditional and/or non-traditional materials. Both 
hanging and pedestal works will be considered. All artwork 
must be original and have been created within the past 
three years.  
Submission Deadline: Feb 13 2022 
Entry Fee: $20 for up to 3 pieces 
https://blackrockcenter.submittable.com/submit/213656/call-
for-entries-handcrafted-2022?
fbclid=IwAR0GajeDhIP8pqXH8oYeNoFVEorGcV9X0Q5b_
WWnTGdmKAGsaokHdAjeS60 

2022 Artist’s Gallery Juried Show 
The Delaplaine’s National Juried Exhibition is an annual 
show featuring works in a variety of media by artists from 
around the region and nation. All media are eligible, 
including but not limited to: painting, printmaking, 
photography, ceramics, drawing, installation, and sculpture. 
Submission Deadline: Mar 27 2022 
Entry Fee: $35 per artist for up to three (3) images ($25 
if artist is a current member of the Delaplaine) 
https://delaplaine.org/exhibitions/opportunities/nje/ 

Emerging Artists Exhibition 
The Emerging Artists Exhibition is a juried exhibition open 
for submissions from artists ages 18 to 35 in any medium, 
and is geared toward artists beginning the pursuit of their 
creative discipline of their own volition, be they, in art-
centered higher education programs or engaged in their 
own artistic practice while taking strides in setting their 
career paths. 
Submission Deadline: Feb 28 2022 
Entry Fee: $35 per artist for up to three (3) images ($25 
if artist is a current member of the Delaplaine) 
https://delaplaine.org/exhibitions/opportunities/
emergingartist/ 

Storm Drain Art Project 
The Gaithersburg Parks, Arts & Recreation Corporation (G-
PARC) Art Alliance, in conjunction with the City's 
Stormwater Management Program, announces the 2022 
Storm Drain Art Contest, designed to bring attention to the 
importance of protecting our Chesapeake Bay watershed. 
Submission Deadline: Mar 22 2022 
Entry Fee: None 
https://www.gaithersburgmd.gov/government/boards-
committees-commissions/gaithersburg-parks-arts-and-
recreation-corporation/storm-drain-art-project 

Reflections 
Reflections in shop windows, still ponds, or on faces in 
mirrors can surprise and delight. The physical nature of light 
reflecting changes appearances and reveals unexpected 
sensations. Reflections can also be internal; emotional, 
cerebral, or spiritual, bringing back memories, or causing 
new ways of thinking that could change the world or just 
stay personal. Show us what reflection means to you. 
Entries are open internationally for Maryland Federation of 
Art’s (MFA) online-only exhibition. Following exhibition 
guidelines, any 2D or 3D work is eligible for entry. Works 
selected by the juror will be on display in MFA’s online 
gallery, Curve Gallery, from April 15 – May 31, 2022. 
Submission Deadline: Mar 2 2022 
Entry Fee: 1 or 2 entries $35 (MFA Members $20) 
https://mdfedart.com/portfolio/247/ 

Bethesda Painting Awards 
All original 2-D painting including oil, acrylic, watercolor, 
gouache, encaustic and mixed media will be accepted. The 
maximum dimensions should not exceed 60 inches in 
width. No reproductions. Artwork must have been 
completed within the last two years and must be available 
for the duration of the exhibition. 
Submission Deadline: Feb 28 2022 
Entry Fee: $25 
https://www.bethesda.org/arts-and-entertainment/painting-
application 
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ALOG Goals 

• Provide members with the stimulation to thrive in their personal art goals, and to foster creativity. 
• Encourage enthusiastic support and appreciation for art and for other artists’ work. 
• Contribute to the surrounding community in furthering art awareness and education. 

Our meetings are generally held on the first Wednesday of each month, September through May, at 7:15 p.m.at BlackRock 
Center for the Arts, 12901 Town Center Drive, Germantown, MD, in the Germantown Town Center on the corner of Rt. 118 
and Middlebrook Road (across from the Safeway) or online during Covid-19 restrictions. 

ALOG is a group of professional and amateur visual artists fine crafters and art appreciators organized to further the careers 
of its members and to bring an appreciation of fine art and crafts to the community. ALOG draws members from throughout 
Montgomery County. Learn more at www.alog.org or www.blackrockcenter.org.

ALOG Cares 
Ruth Sentelle has a large parcel of cards, notes and good wishes waiting to be sent to any ALOG friends and 
family members who could use a little encouragement, thoughtful praises or even some sunshine.  
Kindly let her know at ruthiam@yahoo.com or text to 240-449-9063.   
She is eagerly waiting to send out positive thoughts in the mail. Receiving a note in the mail could brighten 
someone's day.  

 Let's remember to show that ALOG CARES!

View www.alog.org for updated information.
Our meetings are currently held virtually. 

Watch our monthly announcements for confirmed speakers and other details.

Feb 2, 2022 Shadiyah Curione - Fine Art Model, “From the Models Perspective”  

Mar 2, 2022 Lucy Derickson - Metalsmithing, “Between You and Me” 

Apr 6, 2022 Nancy Walker – Glass, Ceramics, Multi-Media, “The Restless Artist” 

May 4, 2022 Hernan Gigena – 2D Art & Jewelry, “The Tape Guy” 

mailto:ruthiam@yahoo.com
http://www.alog.org
http://www.alog.org
http://www.blackrockcenter.org

